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Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of G 
be able to: withfland'in- 


gs, 4 


truth of our 2 gi is atteſted,” few have greater wei 4 
are more eaſily eomprehended, than thoſe which are 
from the univerſality or abſtractedneſs of the Chriſtian precepts. 8 LO 
To prove the e genuineneſs of che acred writings,” is a wo ˖ 
both of labour and learning. To demonſtrate the truth of * 1 
prophecy, requires a knowledge of the ſacred languages, and - 
of ancient and modern hiſtory : but the evidence arifing fforn - 2, 
the general and exclufiy ive nature of the commandments of our | — 
Saviour, when once preſented to our view, is immediately 


. 


vincing and undeniable; —Such, for inſtance, ate the dockrines2s 


a] 


n impoſtor, what. 


4% 


* 
1 


* 


which relate to Government and War. 


% 


eyer might have been his motives for engaging in the under. . 


— jet Sar vanity, 2 oe ararantd: „ or- felf-delrfion-7-anxious 
for its promotion and ſucceſs, od have accommodated hig 
religion to the habits and paſſions of thoſe to whom it was ad- 
dreſſed. Well knowing the national pride of the Jews, and 
their averſion to the Roman yoke, like the falſe prophets 


which afterwards aroſe, he would have favoured their prejudices, 
or headed their inſurrections: whereas our Saviour commanded 


them to pay tribute unto Cæſar, and to obey the ordinances of 


man, for the Lord's fake, The Chriſtian Legiſlator, without 


any adaptation to the then preſent circumſtances, left general 
rules ; the utility of which have hitherto been experienced 


under every mode of government, and which tend to prevent 


the exceſſes and abuſes of an oy which e hereafter NON, in 


the lapſe of ages. V 3 i * a . 8 12 25 . * 4 "3A 3 W by 


The ſame obſervation may NI Scene RY thoſe Abdi ef 


our Saviour which relate to War. The Jews, eagerly ex- 
pecting a temporal deliverer, with difficulty comprehended, 


and reluctantly admitted the idea of a ſpiritual kingdom, Of 


theſe wiſhes and expectations an impoſtor 1 would naturally have 
availed himſelf, to his own advantage—upon, . them would 
have attempted | to raiſe the throne of a trivmphant Meftiah, 
Our Saviour, however, neglecting all local prejudices, diſte⸗ 
garding all temporary advantages, conſidered 1 the future and 
important intereſts, not of one particular nation, Tr of the 
whole race of mankind. He has, therefore, with admirable 


wiſdom and foreſight, left no ſpecific | directions on the ſubjec 


of War. He did not Nate, i in hat caſes it was, or was not 
lawful to appeal to arms. The general tendeney 4 his doc · 


1 F4 * 4 


beine is, t promote Peace on Earth and eee among 


082 — 


| of ſimilar injunctions, are not to be underſtood in too ſtrict and 
inſulated a ſenſe. Many allowances are to be made, and much 


Mens 17 bis precepts were endelig 0 and 3 
War would no longer deſolate the earth; the ſword would be 
turned into the ploughſhare; and every one would Hoes in 
man under his own vine, and his own fete, cid 26yly 

The Chriſtian precepts inculcate this general 1 „ 
and univerſal philanthropy. They eradicate the ſeeds of War, 


and mitigate its horror 8 where it unfor tunately P tevails. 


Still, howeyer, While mankind are ſubject. to ſuch a variety of 
evil paſſions, while many nations are ignorant of the laws of 


Chriſtianity, and ſome who receive, are yet little influenced by: | 


them—in' this ſtate of ſociety, War in no part of the goſpel is 
abſolutely forbidden, though we muſt purſue every means, and 
make many ſacrifices in Walke to avoid it. If, divided as thjhe 
world is, into thoſe who believe in Chriſtianity, and thoſe who 
believe 1 it not, the good were to yield tamely, and without re- 
ſiſtance, to the efforts of the wicked, Vice would ſoon be uni- 
verſally triumphant, and the 8 an N of 2 noche 
out from the face of the earth. x 68 
Againſt this doctrine it has i sls. to eh 6 con- * 
found the- ignorant, that our Saviour ſays, 4 Unto: him that 
ſmiteth thee oh the one check, offer the other alſo: and him 


that taketh away thy cloak, [forbid not to take thy coat alſo.” 


This principle of love even to our enemies, of charity and 


forbearance to all, is one of the nobleſt and moſt diſcriminating 
precepts of our holy religion. | Theſe, however, and a variet 


latitude is to be given, to the freedom of the Oriental lan · 
gages,” If the Commandments of our Saviour are aken 


44 F ; > þ Sy the: „5 
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in their literal- 


eanir g. many difficulties, . 
would ariſe, all of which are remo 


pineſs of mankind was promoted by it: that our enemies, ſeeing 


our wn —_— might Jos our common en ee is 


5 164 is in lks ated; thi «it kues 4 a Cams N _ 
| chats the eye of a needle; than for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of God.“ That is, hard indeed was the taſk, and 
great the danger to which wealth expoſed the firſt converts to 


Chriſtianity. // Difficult therefore, but og no nine: impoſſible, 


was it, for a rich man to be ſa ves. 
From this review of the doctrine concerning Reſiſtance 
appears, that we are left by Chriſtianity, under the 
of good principles, to the exerciſe of our own diſcretion. | 
fri and ſolemn examination muſt be made, tl 
be great and irreſiſtible, before we are juſtified in an-appeal to 
Arma. Let us then proceed to conſider, how far we are 
ſanctioned by the principles of Morality aud J uſtice, in entering 
into or ee on that een e in which-we are a 


preſent engegel .. 


Ove ee and 50 
interpretation. In the caſe before us, our Saviour never meant, 
that his diſciples ſhould ſubmit their property or their lives to 
the violence of au aſſaſſin, but, under a ſtrong figure, endea- 

vouted to inculcate a principle of meekneſs, of ſubmiſſion to 
oppreſſion, of forbearance even under inſults, when the hap- 


ade 


e neceſſity cha 


And here, it cannot bas bo beet that the objeds 
for-which: we are contending, are our Conſtitution, our Pro- 
Ln perty, and e - Agaivſt all of theſe the efforts. of the 
1 ed; and a brief examination of each of them 
will convince us, that it is an indiſpenſable ' uy» to tranſmit | 


It. 


received from our Anceſtors. 


realms, is beſt ſeen, by viewing its effects Have we nat 
flouriſhed, under it, to a degree hitherto unexampled,. in the 
annals of the world? Has not Commerce brought every pro- 
| duckion of the moſt diſtant, climes into our Ports? And. — 
not our Manufactures obtained an unrivalled Juperiority., over - 
thoſe of every other Nation upon the earth ?; Has not Juſtice | 
been adminiſtered with the moſt equal impartiality ? Have. not 
Has not, luxury prevailed among the higher, at leaſt as much as 
the moraliſt « could with ? ; And | has x not- this century been diſt; A 
guiſhed by the greateſt. o of all, national bleſtings, the Almoſt 
uninterrupted enjoyment of. internal peace? In ſhort, we ſhall 
not find any nation, in, any. period, which has- obtained 4 
greater portion of proſperity. and. happineſs 3, than Mo: er p. 
ſeſſed by the Iahabitants of chis favoured iſle... then: 
For all theſe bleſſings. We are indebted, under Provide 


our invaluable Conſtitution, which incites labour, and imlates 


obtained by indul ſtry, 18 cured by Law. If ſuch chen. are the 
experienced effects of gur eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, .; is 1t not our 
intereſt as well; as duty to defend it ?. Or ſhall, we adopt. a Tp 
theory in, its ſtead, when by its fruits wye have 

Whatever politie al diſputes therefore n ma, have ariſe and y with 
whatever 1 warmth they may baue been carried on, it. is M 
incumbent upon us to forget all leſſer differ rences in gur o 
mon danger, and, like mariners when the ſtore threaiante r 
- 1 _ 255 
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unimpaired to our Poſterity, the noble inheritance FE; | a "= 


The excellence, of the Conſtitution efiatllſhed in a theſe 


the lower ranks. of ſociety enjoys all the neceſſaties h | 


exertion, by affording equal Protection to all. | Whatever is 


* 


b ! 
ſhould unite in one joint effort to preſerve 1 the veſſel, on n which 
depends the ſafety of all. | 
Joo thoſe who are duly impreſſed with a eher of hs diyine 
origin of our Religion, few arguments are neceſſary to ſhew 
the juſtice of the conteſt in which we are engaged, and the 
obligation we are under to ſacrifice every thing, eyen life itſelf, 
in defence of the Religion delivered to us by Chriſt. Chriſtianity 
alone can ſupport us amidſt all the changes and chances of thi 


mortal life; and, what is far beyond all this, Chriſtianity alone ; = 


brings Immortality to light. And ſhall we then exchange this, 


our hope and conſolation, for the ſad proſpect of an eternal 


fleep—for the belief, that after a life of pain and miſery, we 


ſhall be no more, but loſe for ever all conſciouſneſs of exiſtence, 


with the beaſts that periſh ? If the fears. and hopes of Chriſti 
anity are. extinguiſhed, what barrier can withſtand the inroad 
of Vice? Why, the generality of mankind will exclaim, 


ſhould we not indulge each riſing paſſion that ſeeks for grati · 


fication, if to-morrow we die? If ſuch are the dreadful but 
neceſſary conſequences of a diſbelief in Chriſtianity, all who 
admit its divine origin, though they may differ among them- 
ſelves on ſome points of faith or practice, yet are til 
equally called upon to unite in the defence of what is moſt dear 
and valuable vpon earth. Though the State with prudence and 
wiſdom has given a preference and maintenance to one ſed, 
to prevent perpetual rivalſhip and conteſt; yet complete tolera- 
tion is afforded to the reſt. Every one may worſhip. God, ac- 


cording to the mode which reaſon dictates, and conſcience 
preſcribes. No limitations are impoſed but what a greater good 


requires. 


4 
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But here it ay be objected by the advocates of the enemy, 


if ſuch there are, that the public renunciation of a Deity has 5 
been atoned for by a ſubſequent diſavow¾al that it was a tem- 


i | porary frenzy and diſgrace. We have, however, too much 


reaſon to believe, that their ſyſtem of faith is always adapted 


; to the purpoſes of ambition, and that.they embrace with equal 
facility, and behold with _ like indifference, the religion ar 


Mahomet or Chriſt. * 
Having ſhewn the danger to day our i ndtmes 2 = 
Religion are expoſed, 1t is ſcarcely neceflary to prove, that a 
love of plunder has been the ruling motive with our enemy, 
in all the wars they have undertaken. If they had merely ſub- 


verted the Government of the Countries they over- ran, if they 
= had left the inhabitants in the undiſturbed: poſſeſſion of their 
property, it might then have been alledged, that a ſincere 


though viſionary idea of fredom, that a wiſh to diffuſe the 
bleſſings of liberty, formed their motiye and their object. But 


this defence cannot now be advanced by their warmeſt ſup · N 
porters. Every country they have conquered, has been a 
> | prey to con fiſcation and rapine. The Throne and the Altar have 8 
not only been ſubverted, but plundered; and we may trace their 


march, like that of a . by the ruin and deſolation of 
the inhabitants. Alas ! they even ſpared not a ſiſter Republie, 
which, amidſt the wilds of Nature, ſtill had been happy for ages 
in the enjoyment of freedom, which, through all the revolutions 
of its more powerful neighbours, ſtill remained the favoured 


F aſylum of Liberty. If it eſcaped not, what would have been 
| our lot? If they forbore not from oppreſſing an ancient ally, 


protected by their Mountains, and Poverty, would they have 


| refrained from attacking a proud rival, whoſe wealth allured 


- + 2 
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them to her ſhores? Little doubt can hte of Shahi) 


which would have awaited us, if we had placed our ee 
upon their promiſes, more than our own ſtrength. And it may 
not be without its uſe, to view the ſituation in which we ſhould 
have ſtood, if we had not rendered ourſelves, impreguable to 


the attacks of our enemy. Our national proſperity; is erected 
on the baſis of commerce and credit. The wealth which, 


3 various penis thus flows 1 into the country, has n not 


oo: fapplies ah wen bel which aa is 8 


and, like the blood in the human frame, circulates through 
and gives vigour to the whole ſyſtem. As long as this national 
character is ſupported, we ſhall continue to thrive and flouriſh, | 
It is, however, a plant, not of a hardy, but luxuriant growth; 
and on the leaſt blight it withers and decays. | A kingdom 
whoſe wealth ariſes from the productions of its ſoil, may be 
ſubdued by hoſtile armies; and, after a temporary diſtreſs, may 


- ſtill regain its former vigour : But a Nation whoſe proſperity: 


depends upon its Commerce, upon the opinion entertained of 
its Credit by other people, when deprived of theſe, loſes what 
it never can regain. Thus Britain, if ſhe had not preſerved 
her independence, would have been deprived of her credit, and, 
with it, of every ſource of wealth would have been reduced 
to the ſituation of a neighbouring Republic, once a rival for the 
empire of the Seas, and would have fallen for ever from that 
pinnacle, which has been gradually erected by her Sons. 
And while we thus acknowledge with gratitude the numerous 
bleflings already received, let us again offer up our thank(- | 
givings to the Throne of Grace, for that ſignal victory of which 
we are at this time naturally reminded, On this memorable : 


— * 


TT { 23 7 - 
day; our enemies felt the ſuperiority of the Britiſly: Navy in 
diſtant ſeas, and another Armada was ſubdued by the {kill and 
valour of our Mariners. To this important event, a Eren 
portion of the globe is indebted for its deliverance, from 
Anarchy and Oppreſſion. But the circumſtance which reflects 


we greateſt luſtre on the Nation, is the ſpirit of piety and re- 


ligion which was diſplayed on the occaſion, Great, we ac- 
knowledge, was the heroiſm of the Commander; but till his 


higheſt honour was, that he gave God the praiſe. 


But though, this occaſion, and our duty thus compel | vs to 
incite you to the defence of our Liberties and Religion, yet let 
it not hence be inferred, that the Engliſh Clergy. either wiſh 
to encourage a ſpirit of animoſity, or fan the flames of war— 
While they cannot but be ſenſible. of, ſtill they lament this 


neceſſity, which the times | impoſe on them; nor do I expreſs 


my own ſentiments alone when I affirm, that they, of all men, 
with the greateſt pleaſure, would hail the return of peace. Suffer 
me, then, which is more peculiarly within our province, to point - 
out ſome of the duties incumbent. upon thoſe who thus ar 
ſtep forward in defence of their country. 

It has been our ſorrow and ſhame, that i in a the 18th. century 


of the Chriſtian ra, we have witnefled cruelty. and crimes, 


which would-have diſgraced. a ſavage nation, in the moſt bar- 
barous times. Let ſuch atrocities have one good effect, by 
ſerving for our admonition. Let our conduct exhibit a con- 


| traſt to that which we condemn. Humanity has always been 
the brighteſt ornament of the Military character. Let us con- 


vince the world, that Chriſtianity, though it cannot at preſent 
extinguiſh, may ſtill alleviate all the horrors of War; and that, 
while plunder and cruelty are enliſted under the banners of our 


S 14 ] 
enemy, that benevolence and AT are the een 
of a Britiſh Soldier. 5 e 1 4 

Many of the fanguinary exceſſes we der s s ed bn 
ariſen from a want of order and ſubmiſſion, which, gradually 
pervading all ranks, had at length prevailed in the army of 
our enemy. The murder of their own officers, and the pillage 
of the defenceleſs inhabitants, were conſequences to be expected, 
and which followed. A compliance, however, with a rule, x 
ſenſe of ſubordination, and obedience 'to the commands of 
ſuperiors, are the duties of all profeſſions, but peculiarly of 
your's. Without theſe, nothing honourable can be achieved! 
wor laurels are not obtained by numbers, but by diſcipline. | 
It is almoſt unneceſſary for me to recommend unanimity and 

zeal for the deareſt intereſts of your Country. The honourable | 
manner in which you have dedicated yourſelves to its ſervice, 
affords the beſt proof which can be given, of your patriotiſm | 
and loyalty, Nor could any thing refle& a greater luſtre on the 
ſpirit of the Nation, than theſe the Voluntary Aſſociations of 
the beſt of her citizens: For they conſiſt not of hireling troops, ; 
which would fight for any deſpot in any cauſe, which are kept 
apart from the reſt of their fellow-citizens, that they may not 
catch their patriotiſm and zeal ; but they are a body of Men, 
who, without any private advantages, have facrificed many; 
who, ſtill living intermixed with their brethren, partake of and 
expreſs the general ſentiments' and feeling; and who have 
deducted a portion of time from the duties and calls of their pro- 
feſſion, that they might be enabled more effectually to defend 
the intereſt of themſelves and of all. Theſe honourable Aſſo- 
ciations form our beſt ſecurity and defeuce. Protected by them, 
we may defy the power and malice of external foes ; and, what 


U 18 5 . ( 
is of equal importance, we are thus ſecured againſt the plots 
and machinations of thoſe, amongſt ourſelves, who with well 
to the cauſe'of our Enemies. The ſpirit which was firft diſplayed 
in this kingdom, ſeems now to have pervaded the reſt of Europe; 
and we may rejoice in the proſpect of its deliverance from 
anarchy and plunder. Let us not, however, in the hour of 
triumph, forget the evils we have eſcaped, or to whoſe 
Almighty hand we are indebted for our deliverance. The 
awful events which have paſſed before our eyes, ſhould afford 
an inſtructive leſſon to ourſelves, and to ages yet unborn. 
We muſt be wilfully blind, not to acknowledge, that a laxity 
of principles, and a ſpirit of infidelity, have been the primary 
cauſes of all the evils which have deluged the civilized world. 
Religion therefore alone can adminiſter the cure, and heal the 
wounds which Infidelity has opened. Nations, like individuals, 
may gain a temporary ſucceſs by fraud and rapine, but can 
never acquire permanent ſtrength and ſtability, unleſs their 
character is ſupported by Integrity and Juſtice; The former 
reſembles an edifice erected on the ſands: Againſt the latter, built 
upon a rock, in vain the winds roar, and the tempeſt burſts. - 

In admirable wiſdom, therefore, do our Governors connect 
religion with every civil and military inſtitution ; and, con- 
ſidered in this view, ſuch ceremonies as we have now wit- 
neſſed are not without their uſe. They tend to inſtill a prin- 
ciple of religion—a ſenſe of our dependence upon God ;—they 
remind you of his omnipreſence and power; — they teach you to 
conſider the juſtice of your cauſe—they inſpire 0 with valour 
to defend it. | 

We diſmiſs you, then, with the hope and prayer, that the 
Banners which have now been conſecrated at the Altar, may 
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| never be e or diſgra ed. Every motive; which cal 
influence the heart of man, impel you forwards in the path 
duty. You are maintaining the rights of a King, enthroned inf 
the hearts of bis Subjects. Vou are defending the poſſeſſiouſ 
and liberty of your country. Vou are preſerving its Alta 
from ſacrilege and plunder. In addition to all theſe motive 
ſeor ennobling the Banners which you have this day receivod 
let me add an obligation which never can be without its weight 
the honoured name and Wee virtues al. Nen who. bay 4 
preſented them. ©4111 
Go, then, if called upon, ow 1 28 geld of UII 5 Fae may 0 
ona and glory attend you! Convince mankind, that thay 
valour which is inſpired by patriotiſm and religion, is invinee 
ble. The bleſſings of your Country will go with you; and when 
this conteſt ſhall have ſecured to us the return of Peace, you 1 
will ever after reflect, with pleaſing ſatis faction, on your having 
thus nobly diſcharged your duty both to God and, man. Tbeß 
theſe efforts of yourſelves, and: others' united in the ſame 
| honourable cauſe, may ſpeedily produce this much-wiſhed-fon 
effect, let us humbly offer up our prayers to that ie 
Being, in whoſe hands . are the iſſues of War. i125. 


